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out that religious tongue, as Tereus in the fable. But
the damsel wove the deed upon the robe, arid di-
vulged it by- her skill, when nature no longer gave her
power to speak; they, on the other hand, needing
neither robe nor skill, call upon nature's Maker, who
vouchsafes to them a new nature on the third day, not
giving them another tongue, but the faculty to dis-
course without a tongue more plainly than before. I
had thought it was impossible for a piper to show his
skill without his pipes, or harper to play his music
without his harp ; but now this novel sight forces me
to change my mind, and to account nothing fixed that
is seen, if it be God's will to alter it I myself saw
the men, and heard them speak; and wondering at
the articulateness of the sound, I began to inquire
what its organ was; and distrusting my ears, I com-
mitted the decision to my eyes. And opening" their
mouth, I perceived the tongue entirely gone from th6
roots. And astounded I fell to wonder, not how they
could talk, but how they had not died." He saw them
at Constantinople.

225. Procopius of Csesarea was secretary to Belisa-
rius, whom he accompanied into Africa, Sicily^ and
Italy, and to Constantinople, in the years between
527 and 542. By Belisarius he was employed in
various political matters of great moment, and was at
one time at the head of the commissariat and the
fleet He seems to have conformed to Christianity,